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EXTRAORDINARY CASE of LIEUTENANT-CO- 
LONEL S. SHOWERS. 


HIS cafe is perhaps one of the moft extraordinary in its 

general and particular circumftances that has pofiibly 
ever come before the public. In order to comprehend the 
cafe clearly, it will be neceffary to ftate the origin of the mat- 
ter of Jifpute fully, as well as the particular purpofe of the 
call of the Court of Proprietors. 

Colonel Showers, it appears, has ferved in India for thirty 
years pat, and arrived at the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
returned with his lady and three younger children to England, 
for the purpofe of placing the latter at proper feminaries for 
their education; purpofing to return to India again: While 
refiding in England, he met an old fchool-fellow and fellow- 
fuldier in the perfon of Colonel Bayley, alfo a man of large 
family; a daughter of Colonel Bayley was given into the pro= 
tection of Colonel and Mrs. Showers, who, with three other 
young ladies, and Mifs Bayley, arrived in Bengal under the 
protection of their friends, and refided at the Colonel’s houfe, 
near Calcutta. 

Several proffers of marriage were made to Mifs B. and 
particularly that of a field officer pofleffed of a {plendid for- 
tune, To this match fhe had originally given her confent: 
The etiquette of feeking the fanétion of the Governor Ge- 
neral was the only ftep neceflary to the celebration of the nup- 
tialsyand for that ianction Colonel Showers applied. 
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Mifs B. hadin the interim formed an attachment to Lieu. 
tenant Jofeph O’Halteran, and interrupted the required fanc. 
tion of the Governor, difcarding her former accepted lover, 
the field officer. 

Colonel-Showers, as the aéting patron and guardian of his 
friend’s daughter, endeavoured ftrenuouily, but ineffeQually, 
to prevent the fuccefs of the Lieutenant’s addrefles. After 
feveral poftponements, the marriage of Lieutenant O’ Halleran 
to Mifs Frances Bayley, was celebrated on the 1ft of Decem- 
ber, 1790 

The hofpitality of Bengal is proverbial 5 perfons of rank 
vie with cach other in the number they entertain, and the pleas 
fure they-afford their guefts: It feems that Colonel Showers’s 
houle, at Elyfium, five miles from Calcutt 1, was diftinguifhed 
in this refpe@; and Mr. and Mrs. O’Halleran became, of 
coutle, part of thofe who were conftant vilitors. At one of 
thofe numeroully agvens Jed feafts, the giddy and flighty inex. 
perience of Mrs, O’Halleran toward feveral of the gentlemen, 
offended others of the ladies; and Mrs. Showers was under 
the neceflity of ceafing to invite Mrs, O’Halleran to her en- 
tertainments, or to give up feveral of the more opulent and 
elevated of her vifitors. 

Mrs. Showers writes Mrs, O’Halleran a letter in very 
guarded and general terms, fignifying her own inzbility, 
through bufineis, to fee company on the fucceeding Sunday; 
aad the latter difterning the caafe and purpofe of it, by the 
fame meflenger, writes a letter, couched in the inflated love 
language of modern novels, addreiled to Colonel Showers, 
but with an injunction to deliver it into the hands of Mm 
Showers only. 

Mrs. O*Haileran ebtains ber end, ia difturbing the peace 
of her {tedfaft friend, Mrs. Showers 5 but, fatally, the faanilies 
of both partics becaing involved in piteous mifety by her wild 
and extravagant reientment. 

Mrs. Showers ccpies the fatal letter, enclofes a copy in ano 
ther letter to her siese, which the commits to the care ofa 
ly, their common acquaintance, the wife of a bartifter a 
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A challenge to Lieutenant Colonel Showers is. the confe- 
guence: The Colonel, unacquainted with the caufe, is gene= 
rally told that he has betrayed the truft committed to him by 
a friend, in debauching his daughter, and marrying her to his 
efteemed friend Lieutenant O’Halleran. Aftonifhed and hurt 
atthe charge, he demands two days to fettle his affairs; a vae 
riety of accidents in the writing and mifcarriage of letters, 
leads Lieutenant O’Halleran to call the Colonel before a 
courtemartial, where, with a varicty of fingular meafures, and 
inthe midf@t of ‘the full ime of {candal {pread abroad, the Co- 
lonel is found guilty by the Court—whoie proceedings are re~ 
ferred to Lord Cornwallis, then at the head of the army in 
Myfore, who refufes his fanGion to the fentence of the court- 
mattial, upon the ground of the extreme delicacy and un- 
common citcumftances of the cale—but he refers the pro- 
ceedings to the confideration and decilion of the Court of 
Direétors. 

In fixteen days after the fentence of the court-martial being 
pafled, and forwarded to Lord Cosnwallis, Lieutenant O’Hal- 
leran having enquired into the cafe, dilcovers the true ftate 
thereof, is reconciled to his wife from whem he had feparated, 
and writes a letter to Lord Cornwallis, and another to Colo- 
nel Showers, confeffing his own haltinefs and error, and excul- 
pating the Colonel in the moft honourable manner of the 
charges which he had Llindly and precipitately brought againit 
him. 

The papers had already pafied to Europe, and the Court of 
Directors had refolved to difmifs Colonel Showers from their 
fervice, when a memorial from the Colonel, accompanied by 
Lieutenant O’Halleran’s two letters, induced them to refcind 
their former refolution, 

The firft refolution of the Dire&ors, however, had been 
fent to India, and there the name of Colonel Showers was 
eraied from the military lift, and a Major appointed Licute- 
nant-Colonel in his room, and to a command. 
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ORIGIN of CORN-FACTORS. 


BOUT 70 years aga, the farmers coaftways ufed to 

A attend Bear-Quay once a week, with famples of their 
Vatious articles of grain then lying off in floops, &c. in the 
ter, Corn being at that time cheap, as well as abundant, it 
frequently happened that the farmers were obliged to retury 
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home without felling their grain; and as the Effex growers 
principally ‘ufed the Bull Inn, in Whitechapel (which the 
buyers on that account allo trequented) fome of them who had 
a good opinion of thelandlord, whofe name was Johnfon*, 
began to leave their famples with him to be fold at fixed prices; 
but afterwards. finding him very expert as a middle man, they 
entrufted him with a difcretionary power as to market prices, 
which he managed fo much to the fatisfation both of buyers 
and fellers, thatin a fhort time he opened a little counting- 
houfe on Bear-Quay, and called himfelf the Corn-factor of 
the Effex farmers: This butinefs he enjoyed folely till his 
death, and acquiring by it a confiderable fortune, it devolved 
to his fon, and afterwards to his grandfon, whofe partner, a Mr. 
Neville, the prefent Mr. Claude Scott joined in the corn- 
fatoring bufinefs, with the money bequeathed him by the 
fecond Johnfon. 


* He was originally the fhoe-boy of this inn. 





To the Honourable the HOUSE of COMMONS. 
The humble Petition of Siz Francis Brake, Bart. 
(Prefented to the Houfe on Monday, Feb. 8.) 


Prayeth, 
a. the petitioner may be permitted, by the Houfe, to 
fketch for their confideration the outline of an arrange- 
ment, which takes for its aim the political falvation of this coun- 
try, the happinefs of the community at large, and of every indi- 
vidual; and which propofes to work its effect by means which 
are apparently both eafy, certain, fafe, and honourable: And 
the petitioner further prayeth, that it may be permitted him to 
ftate to the Houfe, for the purpofe of their more ready de- 
termination, the reafons which have influenced him to fuppofe 
the arrangement in queftion to be fraught with the benefits 
fuggefted by him; which are briefly as follow: 

That, from fources of in‘ormation the beit within his reach 
it has appeared, to the compicte fatisfaction of the petitioner, 
that trade is not an object which, by any poffible human con- 
trivance, can be madeamenable to the payment of any tax 
that can affe& the parties concernéd in its management, 
inafmuch as the parties fo concerned can always contrive t 
relieve themfelves by thiiting the weight; which, ia that calty 
mutt 
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muft ultimately and principally fall upon the proprictors of 
land, who have no fuch means of thifting the weight: That 
uniformly, as the trade of the nation has more or lefs floue 
rithed, the territorial rental has ia lixe manner, and in fome 
fuch proportion, been obferved to advance. 

That in the year 1600, the territorial rental did not exc “ced 
fix millions per annum: That from the year 1600 to 1688, 
index at the dilecelGes'end diftrefics of the intervening fpace, 
the trade of the country increafed, and the rental advanced 
from fix to fourteen millions per annum—Computing, there- 
fore, by the vatt increafe of trade from the periad lat named to 
the prefent time, comprifing a feries of years for the moft part 
favourable, the final refu it mutt be, that the prefent rental 
cannot reafon rably be fuppofed to fall thort of fiity millions per 
annum : Which led of courte to the follo wing conclufions :— 
That the micapager ain land is to give every poflible 
encouragement to trade—that the way an digacth the tondaate 
burthen trade—that-to burthen trade is, in effet, to burthen 
land, befides depreffing it. 

Taking, therefore, the prefent territorial rental at fifty 
millions per annum—the funded rental at ten millions—the 
two together at fixty millions per annum—the prefent pay- 
ments to Government at fifteen millicns per annum—the 
preflure of thofe payments on the rental named, as autho- 
tiled by general acknowledgement, at fifteen fhillings in the 
pound—the petitioner proceeded to reafon upon thole data, as 
follows : If it be true, that the territorial and funded rental is 
fixty millions per annum—then it is true alfo, that five fhillings 
in the pound on fuch rental will raife a revenue of fifteen 
millions per annum: If it be true, that we now pay at the rate 
of fifteen fhillingsin the pound to raife a revenue of fifteen 
millions—then it is alfo true, that we pay ten fhillings in the 
pound more than we have any occalion to pay: If it be true 
that the trading part of the nation can always contrive to create 
for themfelves ; anexemption trom ftate burthens—then it is 
trucalfo, that the landed and fended proprietors are, and have 
long, to their irreparaule lofs, been the principal, if not 
the fole, paymafters of ai} impoits ; and, .coniequently, that 
little or no injury will be done to that body of men ; but that 
great and lafting advantage will accrue to them and to their 
polterity, by changing the mode, as here propoled, of collec- 
Ung the revenue. 

Che pstitioner therefore prays, that he may be permitted 
and authoriied to charge his real eltates with the pian of 
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30,0001. or with the payment of fuch other fum, be the fame 
more or le{s, as may be aicertained by the Houfe to be his pro- 
portionate {hare of the publick debt, fuppofing the faid publick 
debt to be parcelled out “for | payment among the feveral pro 
prietors of lands, mines, waters, tithes, rents, in any way arifing 
therefrom, monies fo fecured, and publick funts. And the 
petitioner further prays, that his faid eftates may be made 
fabje&t to the payment of intereft on the {um to be focharged, 
as above, at the rateof 4]. per cent. or any other rate of ine 
tereft, be the fame more or lefs, which may appear to the 
Houfe to be his proportionate fhare of the annual charge of 
the faid publick debt, fuppofing the fame to be transferred as 
aforefaid. 

And the petitioner further prays, twat he may be permitted 
and authorifed to pay, in future, his proportionate fhare of the 
civil lift and peace eftablifhment, by an annual pound rate; 
the quantum of which pound rate to be afcertained by the 
Houte in Jike manner as before has been named. And the 
petitioner further prays, that as often as the exigencies of 
Government may requirea further aid, he may be permitte 
and authorifed to pay his proportionate flare of the fame, by 
fach an additional_pound rate as may be afcertained by the 
Houfe to be fufficient to accumulate the fum which ‘would fall 
to his lot of payment, fuppofing the whole annual fupply to be 
railed within the year, and parcelled out for payment among 
the feveral proprictors afereiaig. And the petitioner further 
prays, that he may be permitted and authorifed to make fuch 
temporary and fuch permanent payments, as have been feveraily 
named and affented to on his part, by ha! f-yearly inftalments, 
and thatthe fame may be declared to be accepted in full fatis- 
faction of = proportionate fhare of alltaxes, cuftoms, duties, 
and Pa:liamentary impotts, laid already, or which hereafter 
may be hidion the fubjects of this count: y. or their concerns. 





ARTICULARS of the ESCAPE of JAMES Ii. 
as Princes? Difirefs and Scenes of Royal Woe.” 


To the PRINT ER, 

SIR, 
74 BRE events which are now pafling ia the world, in which- 
ever light we view them, convey leflons of the moft 
2weful importance both to princes and people. Happy thall 
we 
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ve be if they do not pafs unheeded, and if we do not con- 
fider outfclves as unconcerned fpectators. ‘Threnes have been 
overturned, and all the pomp, pride, and grandeur of {pleadid 
courts and {plendid eftablifhments have fallen in one com mon 
ruin. ‘Timeonly can fhew whether the new order of things 
will contribute more to the happine{s of mankind than the old, 
and whether the fevere chaftifements which have fallen upon 
nations and individuals, may not hereafter be confidered as 
marks of the kindnefs of a {uperintending Providence. Inthe 
mean while, we are apt, and perhaps juftly, to give way to our 
feelings on particular events, without indulging the profpect of 
a great and lafting good which may be in the wonib of time. 
Among thefe feelings I know none more natural (and what is 
natural we may fippote is praifeworthy) than the compaffion 
we extend toward fallen greatnefs. In vain does philo fophy 
tell us that a King iso more than a man, and that he mag 
have deferved to be hurled from a throneto a feaffold, or 
driven away to fpend the remainder of hisdays in obfcurity, 
an exile in a foreign land, and bereft of all the f{plendours of 
bis former ftate. 

Thete confiderations cannot fupprefs our compa a I 
know not what philofephers may preach, or what the y may 
feel, but I cannot help confidering that fympathy as facred, 
which is beftowed upon a Charles, or a Low’ Ss on the feaffold ; 
abegeared and expatriated Staniflaus, ora Prince of Or range 
feeking that beni in asether country, which was denied hina 
in iis own. 

Meditating on this fubject, a few nights ago, it occurred to 
me, that Lhad in pofiefiion a copy of a curious letter 
written by of the gentlemen who accompanied James Ii. 
in his igneminious fight. The various ciftrefles of thae 
unhappy family, however Jescneensen we may be to trace them to 
a perverle fyiteas: of government holtile to the true interefts 
of their ccuntry, are even at this day fubjects of compaftion; 
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The Letter is as follows: 

“ It was the fatal Tuefday, December 11, 1688, when the 
Nobles wereall in arms; on which day were taken the Lord 
Salifbury, and Sir Coarles Hales, at Athford, the Lord Peterbo- 
rough, &c. inthe ifleof Thanet,and near us Baron Jenner, 
Burter, Graham, Obadiah Walker, Gifford, Leybourn, 
Kingly, and two fuppofed to be their titular Bifhops, with 
feveral Papift gentlemen, viz. the Lord Arundel of Wardour’s 
fon ; Hardwich, a merchant ; Sing, Adjutant to . Edward 
Hales, &c. This was the great work of the d ay, befide 
sifling of Popifh houfes ; but the night was atte nded with 
fomething more extraordinary ; for the feamen, armed witha 
fort of emulation at the fuccefs of the Jandmen, were refolved 
to havea frolic in their way ; and,and about feven at night, 
under the conduct of William Ames and John Hunt, with 
about 50 more, chiefly feamen, put off in queft of a prize, 
and about eleven at night they took a cuftom-houfe boat, in 
which proved to be the King, Sir Edward Hales, and Ralph 
Sheldon. The King was in a particular difguife, and fo not 
known that night ; but asif his deftiny defigned tobe fevere 
upon him, the feamen treated him very roughly above the reft, 
though ixcog. One cried out, “ ’twas Father Petre; they 
knew it to fo by his lantern jaws.” A fecond called him 
“ Old hatchet-faced Jefuit.” A third fwore, “ ’twas a cune 
ning old rogue, they would warranthim.” And all night long 
they welcomed him with thefe rough falutations, and perfuming 
the room with tobacco, the fineil whereof tie King hates. 
His Majefty was taken at the weft point, not above a quarter 
of an hour before the flocd would have carried him off ; and 
it was his own fault, that they ttopt there with ballaft, which 
the p lot was againit ; butthe roughnefs of the fea made his 


Majefty fear they were not fafe in fo fmall a boat without 
ballalt: Whereby they loft fix or eight hours, and fo were 
providentially takeo. He was detained at fea all night, and 
brought up from Owle, where he bond ed to Feverfham, about 
twelve, Wednefday the 12th. Then he was fufpeCted, as he 
came upthe town, and withia a quarter of an hour after he 
was in the ina, fully difecvered. He was wiiling by all arts at 
firft to conceal himfelf 5 and at his firft coming in he called for 
bacon and eggs, as if he were fome ordinary man in his diet; 
whereas he taftes no meat that is the leaft ft falted, as it a‘tere 
ward appeared. He feeméd caft down fomewhat at the noile 
ot the rabble: Rat after fome recollection, called for fome 
ink and paper to write to the Earl of Winchelfca; but was fo 
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difcompofed, thathe wrote, and tore, and hegun again; as if 
he were overcome with diforder or fears. Inalmuchas L was 
with bim before he was difcovered, he entered into fome cif- 
courfe withme. He thanked me, 2nd commended my pru- 
dence for not difcovering him with the firft, though I knew 
him asfoon as any one. He teld me, that the rage of the 
people was up; and now that of the Plalmitt was true; “ I, 
who {till the raging of the fea, muft {till the rage and madnefs of 
the people,”” for he could not. Hecomplained heavily of fears 
and jealoufies, blown about by ill men; and too many of the 
black coats had done him that ill office they could never make 
him amends for. He infifted on his integrity ; faid he had a 
good confcience, and could fuffer and die. He told me he 
read Scripture much, and found great comfortin it. He dee 
clared he never defigned to opprefs conicience, alter the goe 
vernment, or deftroy the fubject’s liberties ; and at laft aiked 
me plainly, “© What have I done? Whatare the errors of my 
reign? Tell me freely.” Towhich, you may be fure, I made 
no anfwer. Heinfited much upon going off, after he was 
taken; and I believe he put the queftion to every churchman 
and layman in the room, to get him a boat,and let him efcape. 
He faid, the Prince of Orange fought his crown and life; and 
if he were delivered up, his blood would lie at our doors, for he 
feemed perfuaded they would murder him. ‘** Now,”’ faid he, 
“ the opportunity is in your hand ; but if you mils this, it will 
not bein your power to help me.” He argued much upon 
thefe words, “ He that is not with me, is againft me;”? and 
fermonized half an hour, making reflections on men’s coldnefs 
to ferve him in that extremity. While he infifted upon going 
off, and ufed all motives proper, as he thought, in begging, 
praying, tempting, arguing, perfuading, reproving, &c. which 
was far above three hours, the rage of the feamen took fire, 
apprehending he would prevail with fome to let him efcape fe- 
cretly ; and thereupon arofe fome contemptuous words, and no 
{mall isfolences offered; which I almoft think had not hap- 
pened, if the fear of his efcape had not run fo much in their 
minds, or if his Majefty would have waved difcourfing fo 
much thereof. For the feamen much valued themfelves on 
their charge, and did appehend their own lives in danger, if he 
wentoft; imagining, they had done a fingular piece of fervice 
to the nation, and refolving there to kcep him till orders from 
the Prince, or the Lords at Guildhall. Andthe King himfelf 
undertook to diicourfe them, and afked the feamen, “ By what 
authority do you ftand here? Am notl your King? And fure 
Vor, XXVIII. 681, 2C you 
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you will not hurt my life. W#5ll you ftand by me? I'll reward 
you. If you bemy good fubjects, you mult obey me. Come, 
and ferve me, and get me a boat, and Ii) yo off.” Afterward, 
he went fo far as to regulate their way of keeping guards ; bid 
them ftand further off; ** (so down, and keep your diftance ;” 
which fo enraged them, that fome of them forgot all decency 
and reverence to him: Inafmuch, that Sir Edward Hales was 
defired to take the King off fromthat difcourfe, which made 
him cheap, and proved fo impolitic and unfuccefsful. But till 
the rage of the feamen increafed, and they fhook hands, and 
cried, one and all, ** We’ll dic, rather than he thall go off ;” 
got together in a full body, broke out into fcornful huzzas, and 
for a while doubled their guard, futfering none to go to him, 
but whom they wel! knew, loaded their mufkets, and made 
ready, as if they refolved to fire upon any that oppofed their 
mealures. This indecd intimidated the King, and his fpicits 
feemed much down; which made him keephis eye upon the 
door, and watch all their motions narrowly, and defire not tobe 
much alone, but the gentlemen to ftay with him. ‘Toward 
night, the Ear] of Winchelfea came, and then it was refolved 
to remove the King to a private houfe ; which the feamen ftill 
oppofed for fear of an efcape. But my Lard pawning his 
honour forthe King’s flay, the better fort of them confented, 
but the mobile ftill refufed; and as the King came down itairs, 
I believe more than twenty {words were drawn over his head, 
and fome threats pafled ; and atthe bottom of the ftairs they 
ftopt him near a quarter of anhour. At length, the matter 
was compounded, upon condition they only fhould be the 
King’s guards, while he flayed. So at length the King was 
fuffered to walk down the dirty ftreet to his private apart- 
ments, with the irregular diforderly crew at his heels. 

« When the King had been fome while in the private houfe, 
his fpeech revived, and he was full of difcourfe, which was 
chiefly in his own vindication ; for he undertook to juftify 
himfelf, even in the Magdalen College bufinefs. Only 1 mutt 
not forget that he pleafantly entertained us with a long dif- 
cou:fe about St. Winefred and the virtue of her well, and the 
whole legend of it; as allo having loft a wooden crofs, he told 
us how much it was to be prized, for it was St. Edward the 
Confeflor’s, and had a piece of the true real crofs ia it, on 
which our Saviour fuffered; which fort of difcourfe was 
to us, you may imagine, very agreeable. He then withed him- 
felf with the Queens and bicthked God, fhe and his fon were 
taicly artived abroad. Aid he was further keard more than 
once 
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once tothank God, that Father Petre wae fafely arrived alfo, and 
feemed to exprefs a mig! ity efteem for him. As to Sir Edward 
Hales, he did Conkets, it was by his means he came this way; 
but feemed not much to blame him for him fer his il fuccets. 
And when he was told, the country hated him, and never fpake 
well of him, he faid, that then he was the likelier to be an 
honeft man. And being told, that Mr. William Penn was 
feized alfo, he pitied him much, and faid, he was a good man, 
and he was fure no ill could be charged on nim. 

“ Next day, being hhc 13th, came in two hundred 
gentlemen from Canterbury and Eaft Kent, and inthe fight of 
him declared their concurrence with the Prince of Orange ; 
which much affli&ed him, for that, he then faid, he was not 
fafewhere he was. And toward night Captain Crayford and 
another Captain came from Sheernefs, declaring the refolutioa 
to deliver upto the Prince the fort and the fhipsin the Swale, 
which isa road under the protection of the fort. Upon the 
hearing of which, he faid, he would confent to any thing to 
prevent bloodfhed ; but feemed extremely afflicted thereat. 
He was really very melancholy at times, and often thed tears. 
His guards were fo fevere upon him, and purfued him from ore 
room :o another; and prefled upon him in his privacies, fo that 
he had Race the civilities from the feamen, that was due toa 
genticman in reftraint : Scarce leifure to be devout, or retire 
to the calls of nature, fo over-officioufly did they guard him. 
Freth rumours oft were raifed of his going off, which fetched 
the feattered feamen tozether, and were the occafion of freth 
heats and infolences. In this tumu!tuous manner was the poor 
King guarded; neither would thcy faffer the gentlemen to 
take their turns, 

“ When Friday night came, and the euards, that were fent 
from the Lords then at t Gui ildhall, were within two hours march 
of Feverfham, the rage of the feamen increafed, becaufe the 
Earl of Feverfham was with them, and fome others they dif- 
liked; they fwore bloodily, no guards fhould come in there, 
and fo ran all toarms. Upon fi; ght of which the gentlemen 
were forced to difpatch away exprefles to top the guards, and 
pray them to lodge at Sittingbourn; for doubtiels if the 
guards had come that night into town, there had been bloody 
work ; for by what I heard and faw, I verily believe the fea- 
men would have refifted them. At length Saturday morning 
came, when the King was guarded out by the feamen and 
gentlemen, and fo received near Sittingbourn, by thofe that 
were tent for him.” 

PHIL HISTORICUS. 


2C2 Seine 
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Some Account of the Wild Cattle of Northumberland. 


By Meffrs. Battey and CuLtey. 


a cng are only found in Chiliingham Park, belonging 
to the Earl of Tankerville, and, as it is probable they 
are the only remains of the true and genuine breed of that 
fpecies of cattle, we fhal] be more particular in our defcrip- 
tion. Their colour is invariably white, muzzle black; the 
whole of the infide of the ear, and about one third of the out- 
fide from the tip, downward, red: Horns white, with black 
tips, very fine, and bent upward. Some ot the bulls have a 
thin, upright mane, about an inch and a half, or two inches 
long. The weight of the oxen is from 35 to 45 ftone, and 
the cows from 25 to 35 ftone, the four onan 3 14!b. to the 
ftone. The beef is finely marbled, and of excellent flavour, 

From the nature of their pafture, and the frequent agitation 
they are put into, by the curiofity of ftrangers, it is {carce to 
be expected they fhould get very fat; yet the fix years old 
oxen are generally very good beef. Fi rom whence it may be 
fairly tuppoled, that in proper fituations they would feed well. 

At the firft appearance o: any perfon they fet off in full 
gallop; and, at the diftance of two or three hundred yards, 
make a wheel round, and come boldiy up again, tofling their 
heads in a menacing manner. Ona fudden they make a full 
dtop at the diftance of forty or fifty yards, looking wildly at the 
object of their furprife; but upon the leaft motion being made, 
they all again turn round, and, gallop off again with equal 
fpeed, but not to the fame diftance ; forming a fhorter circle, 
and again returning witha bolder, and more threatning alpect 
than before, th * app roach much nearer, probably within thirty 
yards, when they make another ftand, and again gallop off, 
This they do feveral times, fhortening their ditt: ance and ad- 
vancing nearer, ull they come within a few yards, when moit 
people think it prudent to leave them, not choofing to provoke 
them further, as it is probable, that in a few turns more they 
would make an attack. 

The mode of killing them was, perhaps, the only modern 
remains of the grandeur of ancient hun Inge On notice 
being given, that a wild buil would be killed upon a certain 
day, the inhabitants of the neighbourhood came mounted, and 
armed with guns, &c. fometinies to the amount of a hundred 
horfe, and four or five hundred foot, who itood upon walls or 
got into trees, while the horfemen rode off the bull from ” 
rel 
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set of the herd, until he ftood at bay, when a markfman dif- 
mounted, and fhot. At roar of thefe huntings, twenty or 
thirty fhors have been fired before he was fubdued. On fuch 
occafions, the bleeding victim grew defperatcly furious, from 





the fmarting of his wounds, and the fhouts of favage joy that 
were echoing from every fide: But, from the number of ace 


cidents that happened, this dangerous mode has been little 
practifed of late years; the park-keeper alone generally fhoot- 
ing them with a rifle gun at one thot. When the cows calve, 
they hide their calves, for a week or ten days, in fome fe- 
queftered fituation, and goand fuckle them two or three times 
adaye If any perfon come near the calves, they clap their 
heads clofeto the ground, and lie like a hare in form, to hide 
themfelves. This is a proof of their native wildne(s, and is 
corroborated by the following comenanad aehaaeed to 
the writer of this narrative, who found a hidden calf, two days 
old, very Jean, and very weak, Oa ilroking its head, it got 
up, pawed two or three times like an old bull, bellowed very 
loud, itepped back a few fteps, and bolted at bis legs with all 
its force; it then began to paw again, bellowed, ftept back, 
and bolted as before; but knowing its intention, and itepping 
afide, it miffed me, fell, and was fo very weak, that it could 
not rife, though it made feveral efforts. But it had done 
enough, the whole herd were alarmed, and coming to its 
refcuc, obliged me to retire; for the dams will allow no per 
fon to touch their calves, without attacking them with impe- 
tuous ferocity. 

When any one happens to be wounded, or grown weak 
and feeble through age or ficknefs, the reit of the herd fer 
upon it, and gore it to death. 








A D: eferipiion of Affam, or Afam, a Country to the 
N rth E aft f Ben, Fa 4 27 Lie E rf Indies. 


SAM lies north eaft of Bengal, and is divided into two 
parts, the northern called Uttarcul, and the fouthern 
Dacthincul ; its length is about two hundred ftandard cos, 
and its breadth about eight days journey. It is watered by 
the river Brahma-Putra, which flows from Khara, and feveral 
tivers that run into it, the principal of thele is the Dhonac, the 
land between them is fpacious and clear, and bounded by a 
thick foreft avounding with elephants. In this and other fo- 
telts of Afam, five cx fix hun died elephants may be procured 
in 
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inayear, Acrofs the Dhonac the country is marked with 
population and tillage, and prefents on every fide charming 
profpects, ploughed fields, gardens, and groves. As the coun- 


e 


try is overflowed in the rainy feafon, a caufeway is railed for 
the convenience of travcllers, and on each fide is planted 
thady bamboos, the top of which meet and intertwine. The 
fruits produced here are mangoes, plantaines, oranges, citrons, 
limes, &c. The fugar cane excels in {weetnefs, and is of 
three colours, red, black, and white. 

The filks here are excellent, and refemble the Chinefe; fale 
is a {carce commodity. The mountains are inhabited by the 
tribe called Nanacs, an evil difpofed race, who go naked, and 
eat dogs, cats, mice, locufts, and any thing they can find, 

The country of Uttarcul isin a high ftate of cultivation, 
the inhabitants of the mountains are ftrong, and have a refpece 
table appearance, their complexions are red and white. Gold 
and filver are procured in Afam, by wathing the fand of the 
rivers. Thisis one fource of revenue, and it is fuppofed that 
20,000 people are employed in this occupation. ‘The people 
ef Afam are bafe and unprincipled, have no fixed religion, nor 
any rule but their inclinations, they eat all flefh except hu- 
man, and will eat animals that die a natural death. The 
women are not veiled, and perform work in the open air, 
The men have often four or five wives, whom they publicly 
buy, fell, and exchange. ‘They fhave their heads and beards, 
their ftrength and courage are apparent in their looks, and 
their ferocious tempers betrayed by their phyfiognomy. They 
are enterprifing, favage, fond of war, vindictive, and deceitful. 
Their drefs confifts of a cloth round their heads, another 
round their loins, and a fheet over their fhoulders: Both rich 
and poor conftruct their habitations of wood, bamboos, and 
ftraw. The Rajah and his courticrs travel in litters, and opu- 
Jent perfons in doolies. Afam has neither horfes, camels, nor 
afies ; but they are fometimes brought there from other coun- 
tries, Affles they are fond of, but are fo much afraid of a 
borie, that one trooper would put a hundred of them to flight. 

The ancient inhabitants of this country are divided into 
two tribes, the Afamians, and Cultanians, the former are the 
warriors, of which fix or feven thoufand attend the Rajah as 
a body guard. Their martial weapons are the mufquet, 
fword, fpear, arrow, and bow: They bave alfo cannon and 
twivels, in the ufe of which they are very expert. 

On the death of any of the Rajah’s they dig a cave for the 
deceafed, in which they inter his women, attendants, and fer- 
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vants, and fome of his magnificent equipage and furniture, 
{uch as elephants, gold and filver, carpets, clothes, victuals, 
lamps, with a great deal of oil, and a torch bearer; for they 
confider thefe things 2s neceflary in a future ftate; they after- 
ward cover the cave witha roof of itrong timbers. The peos 
ple of the army entered fome of hate ¢ caves, and took out of 
them the value of ninety thoufand rupees in gold and filver. 

Ghergong, where the Rajah’s palace is fituated, has four 
gates, has a fence of bamboos, wall raifed. caufeways for the 
convenience of paflengers in rainy feafons; before each houfe 
is a garden, and fome cultivated ground. ‘The Rajah’s palace 
is f{urrounded with aditch, and has within it fome fpacious 
apartments, among which is a diwan khanah, or public faloong 
one hundred and fity cubits long, forty broad, and is fupported 
by fixty-fix wooden pillars. There are here many plates of 
brafs fo well polifhed as to fhine like mirrors. 

The Rajahs difplay an oftentatious appearance of grandeur, 
they have never paid tribute to any, and haye checked the 
conquett of fome of the moft viGtorious Princes of [Hindoof- 
tan. Covered in their Srong potts, they diftrefs their enemy 
by ftratagems, furprifes, and alarms, and when the rainy feafoa 
fets in, they fall on their invaders, and have in this magner de- 
ftroye) numerous armies. 

Hufain Shah, King of Bengal, loft a large army in this 
manner. Mohammed, fon of Togluc Shah, had an army of 
100,000 men deftroyed in an invafion of this country. 

To this account written by Mohammed Cazim it is pros 
per to add, that Afam lies between gt and g6 dégrees of eatt 
longitude, and 25 and 28 degrees of no:th latitude, 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of COMMON PLEZS. 


— _ aa / . rY Is {> 
Brooks, verfus Pracer, £/7. 


“FE HIS was a caufe of fome importance to the tradiag 
42 world, ‘The action was brought by the plaintiff, a 
tradefman, to recover fums of 68!. and 43]. upon two bills of 
exchange, accepted by the defendant. 
A witnefs was called, who proved 
defendant to the bills in queftion, 
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Mr, Serjeant Adzir, as Counfel for the defendant faid, that 
the plaintiff was precluded in law from recovering on thefe 
bills, becaufe they were given, together: with another bill, in 
fatisfaCtion, or as a fecurity for a bill of 168), and which bill 
of 1681. was given for money loft at the game of whiff. 
The ftatute exprefsly declares, that all fecurities given for a 
debt contracted by iilicit gaming were totally void. 

J. Obard faid, that he bad been in the habit of gaming 
with the defendant, and having won of him at whift 1681. he 
crew upon him a bill for that fun, which he accordingly 
accepted, 

It was then proved, that by fome means (not difclofed in 
evidence) this bill of 1681. came to the hands of the plaintiff, 
who had wrote a receipt on the back of it, purporting that he 
had received the contents of it. 

A witnefs was called, by whofe evidence it appeared, that 
the bills in queftion were two of thofe that had been given to 
the plaintiff, in fatisfaction of the 169). bill. 

The Jearned Judge obferved, that the bill of 168]. was un- 
guettionably contaminated in conlequence af its being founded 
on an unlawful gaming tranfaction ; and the law was, that all 
bills or notes given as afecurity for, or in fatisfaction of con- 
fideration, bills were void. This was the exprefs meaning of 
the ftatute againft illicit gaming, a pr ice tea prevalent 
among young men. 

The Court found a verdi& for the defend ant. 








COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Tuompson, v the Hunpnrep of ELTRon. 


Mr. ERSKINE obferved, that this aétion was brought on 
one of the moft ancient ftatutes in the kingdom, that of Hue 
and Cry. A robbery had been committed in the hundred of 
Eltron, near Hounflow, and although the perlon robbed had 
given the proper information, none of the robbers had been 
taken, _ Mr. Thompfon, the plaintiff, is a brewer at Chifwick, 
and Mr. Harland, his fervant, had been colleAing debts; and 
in his wav home, onthe 1{t of Oétober latt, met with two 
other fo e-te well mounted, who robbed him of 234!. 

i: his was fully proved to the fatisfaction of the Jury 5 and 

appearing that the requifites of the ditferent a&ts of Parlta- 
ment had been complied with, they found a verdict for the 
plaintiff for 2241 
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Remarkable Traits of Vanity in celebrated literary Cha- 
raclers. 


TOITURE was the fon of a vintner, and, like our Prior, 
was fo mortified, whenever reminded of his origina! oc~ 
cupation, that it was faid of him, that wine, which cheered the 
heart of all men, fickened that of Voiture. John Baptift 
Roufleau, the poet, was the fon of a cobler; and when his 
honelt parent waited at the door of the theatre, to embrace his 
fon on the fuccefs of his firft piece, the inhuman poet repulfed: 
his venerable father with infult and contempt. Akenfide ever 
confidered his lamenefs asan infupportable misfortune, fince it 
continually reminded him of his origin, having been occationed 
by the fall of a cleaver from one of his father’s blocks, a:re«- 
fpetable butcher. Milton delighted in contemplating hisown 
perfon; and the engraver not having our fublime bard’s 
“ idzal grace,” he has pointed his indignation in four iambics. 
Among the complaints of Pope, is that of * the pictur’d 
fhape.”” Even the ftrong-minded Dr. Johnfon would not be 
painted * blinking Sam.” Mr, Bofwell tells us, that Gold- 
imith attempted to fhow his agility to be fuperior to the dance 
ing of an ape, whofe praife had occafioncd him a fit of jealouly, 
but he failed in imitating his rival. 


Anfwer, by B.C Fowler, of Chard Academy, to W. Hoare’s Anaa 


gram, inferted November 2. 





E bards of penetrating feafe, 
PAS is the right of precedence; 

Invert it then, it will produce, 

‘The SAP, of plants the vital juice; 

Once more tranfpofed, ASP, to you, 

Undoubtedly will bring to view. 

#1*® We have received the like anfwer from T. Furfe, of 

Mevagiffey; H.C. Granger, and T. Whicker, of Exon; 
and N. ‘Coles, junior, of Crediton. 





Anfwer, by Academicus, of Exeter,to the Enigma, inferted No- 
vember 9- 


BEC th’ Omnipotent Creative Hand 
Thought fit to form from duft the creature man 3 
Vou. XXVII. 681. 2D Or 
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Or ere the pillars of this globe were rear’d ; 
r chaos vanifh’d, aad the light appear’d; 


AIR firft was form’d to guide this rolling fphere, 


And fend it round its orb, from year to year. 
To vital air doth man exiftence owe, 
And life hangs only on the breath we draw. 





4 REBUS, by Fobn Sanders, of Cardinham 


#)* We have received the like anfwer from B. C. Fowler, 
and G. Perham, of Chard Academy; T. Furze, of Meva- 
gifley; G.H. of Eaft Coker; J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell; 
Tho, Whicker, of Exon; Wm. Hoare,of Dean Prior; John 
Field, junior, of Staverton; and William Goyne, of Lif- 
keard, in Cornwall. 


Y firft names a pickle that’s oft brought to table; 


My fecond behold it is feen in the ftable; 
And now for a tribe in Arabia who dwell ; 
Then next name a fruit that is known very well ; 
Apply to the Scriptures, and there feek a bird; 
A term us’d in grammar you all muft have heard; 
Now laftly unfold a fhort fpace of time: 
The whole names a wood—pray call it to mind, 





4 REBUS, by T. P. of Exon 


Come, ye bards, to have my name exprefs’d, 
Hoping to have it from a gen’rous breaft, 
Wioofe daily ftudy it is to impart 


The treafures brought from his all-grateful heart, 


Firft trace the holy writ, from thence expound 


A man whofe virtues were with honour crown’d; 
And next aclime, whence ancients richly fraught, 


Pour’d atan infant’s feet the gifts they brought; 
And then a Sov’reign who has grac’d our ifle 
With honour, and receiv’d the fubjedt’s fmile ; 
A difbeliever next muft be combin’d 


Whofe thoughts were fickle as the changing wind: 


And now, my friends, a godlike bleffing fue, 
Join th’ initials, then my name’s in view, 


POETRY, 
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For rHE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
The SAILOR’s COMPLAINT. 


LAS! how ceafelefs is my moan, 
Refpontive to each tear ; 
The topfail hears my piteous groan, 
And anfwers to my care. 


Sweet Fanny quivers in each figh, 
She gives my breatt to heave ; 

Her name renews the dying cry, 
Again I weep, I grieve. 


For her I.now thefe horrors prove, 
And brave this boiit’rous main ; 

She heard the feelings of my love, 
And anfwer’d with difdain, 


Ah! fay, ye winds that hither blow, 
And hear the lover pine ; 

Say,if ye waft atruer woe, 
If grief there be like mine. 


Thefe moans quick to her ear convey, 
The found perhaps may move ; 

Ah! no, here bear my breath away, 
Ah! bear it to my love. 


For foon from yonder hottile fleet, 
Shall death her guett await ; 

His.look my willing heart fhall meet, 
J yield, refign’d to fate. 


Ah! yes, I'll meet the friendly blade, 
Will coart the cannon’s roar ; 

Oh! not fo cruel as the maid 
That fore’d me from my fhore. 


When to the ocean’s depth confign’d, 
In death’s embrace I hie, 

No longer then to love unkind. 
The tear may wet her eye. 


Barnftaple. J. DENOGHUE. 








S T AN ZA & 


EAR peaceful vale! Iquit thy calm retreat, 


At frieadihip’s call, to join the bufy throng; 


The 
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The mind’s {wift glance, than lightning’s fpeed more fleet, 


Revives each fcene, which to thy thades belong. 


‘The mix’d emotions of my beating heart, 
With many athrob of recollettion dear ; 
Still lead me back, {hill rife as I depart, 
To claim the tribute of my tenderett tear. 


Here, oft as evening’s fhadows ting’d the vale, 
With thee, departed faint, ’'ve mark’d its clofe; 
As from thine accents fell th’ intr active tale, 
Or pity forrow’d o’er the mourner’s woes! 


Th’ afpiring foul, which fought thy yorth to fhare, 
To foar with thee, upborne on wildom’s wing, 
Can only now refigét, that fuch things were, 
And kifs the ro ; that gave the parting fting 


Oh facred fhade! If thou canf_read my heart, 
Thou’lt find its evefy wifh and purpole pure ; 

In all its movements may’ft thou bear a part, 
And peace-fraught rectitude fhall eign iecure. 


Yelong-lov’d haunts! again your verdant bloom, 
Shall foothe the tear, by mufing memory fed: 

As oft the flies from grict’s approaciog gloom. 
To live in fcenes, fromall, but memory fled ! 





ies written by a ” ather while contemplating her twa Sans 
ly engaged in infantine Sports. 


Vc) 
NWEET age of beit delufion! blooming peo 
San! revel long in childhood’s thoug wtlefs sc : 
With light and pli: in t {pirits, that can {toc P> 
To follow, {portty ely, theroliing hoop; 
To watch the fleeping top with gay delig! rhe, 
Or mark, with raptur’d gaze, the failing kite ; 
Or, eagerly purfuing pleafure’s call, 
Can find it center’d in the bounding ba'l! 
Alas! the day will come when fports like thefe 
Mutt lofe their magic, and their power to pleafe ; 
Too {wiftly fled, the rofy hours of youth 
Shali yield theii fairy charms to mourptul truth ; 
kv’n now a mother’s fond prophetic fear 
Sees the dark train of human Ps appear; 
Views various fortune for each lovely child, 
Storms for the bold, and anguilh for the mid; 
Beholds already thofe expreflive eyes 
Beam a fad certainty of future fighs ; 
And dreads each fufering thole dear breaits may know, 
In their long paffage thro’ a world of woe ; 
Perchance predettin’d every pang to prove, 
‘That treacherous friends inflict, or faithiefs ‘eds 
For ah! how few have tound exiftence {wer 
Where grief is fure, and happinefs deceit ! 
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